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The Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD), established in 2009, focuses on the study of technology and design in the fields of 
engineering and architecture. Yet, it also emphasises on humanities in their bid to produce analytical and creative engineers and architects who 
can think in multiple dimensions. Puad Ibrahim (puad@sph.com.sg) speaks to its only Malay lecturer, who teaches the humanities, as well as two 
students who had chosen SUTD as their university of choice. 
 
The only Malay lecturer in Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) teaches neither engineering nor architecture, the main courses 
in SUTD. 
 
Rather, Dr Nazry Bahrawi teaches the humanities, specifically, literature. Even so, his job is regarded as crucial. 
 
In a world full of new innovation and disruptive technology, the humanities, including literature, has become even more relevant to produce 
engineers and architects who can think multi-dimensionally, analytically and creatively, which is SUTD’s focus. 
 
During a recent interview at Somapah Road, Dr Nazry said that the university wants its students to gain a deep understanding of the humanities, 
on top of the focus on science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
 
Literature is taught under the Humanities, Arts and Social Science (HASS) programme, alongside philosophy, history, film studies, economics, 
anthropology and sociology. 
 
In fact, the programme makes up 25 per cent of the experience in SUTD and is compulsory for all students. Students from year 2 onwards have 
the privilege to choose their HASS elective. 
 
SUTD’s aspiration, according to Dr Nazry, is to produce engineers and architects that are proficient and skilled in their respective fields, on top of 
being creative, innovative and sharp in their knowledge of the humanities. 
 
This can be likened to the prominent polymath Leonardo da Vinci, who was an expert in various fields such as engineering, architecture, arts, 
science and mathematics. 
 
According to Dr Nazry, learning literature can sharpen students’ minds to think creatively and critically like a novelist, despite literature not being 
their main field. 
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As an engineer and architect, not only do they have to be skilled in the technical and design aspects, they also have to be innovative in creating 
for the benefit of society. This is how the learning of humanities enriches students’ minds.  
 
Dr Nazry teaches World Texts and Interpretations, Multicultural Archipelago, and The World and The World: Introducing Literary Theory. 
 
“Many of the students here enjoy the humanities and social sciences. I feel that the HASS programme makes SUTD attractive,” said Dr Nazry, 40, 
who has a PhD in philosophy from University of Warwick, Britain. 
 
Third year SUTD student, Mr Muhammad Naufal Ashraff Miswadi, 23, said the learning of humanities have helped him understand and 
appreciate the differences between cultures of various societies. 
 
Ms Afiffah Bte Ab Ghapar, 19, a first year student, said that learning the humanities has taught her the value in questioning an idea or a theory.  
 
“The way you question something will lead you to different answers,” said Ms Afiffah, who aspires to be an architect. 
 
Other than teaching at SUTD, Dr Nazry also translates Singapore’s Malay literary works to English to widen his horizons.  
 
He has translated a drama piece by Nadiputra, named ‘Muzika Lorong Buang Kok’ in 2012 and is completing a translation of a collection of short 
stories by Muhammad Latiff Muhammad, ‘Nostalgia Yang Hilang’ (Nostalgia, Redux). 
 
“By translating the literary works of Singaporean Malay, such as novels and literature, we get to spread the word that the Malay community is 
rich in fine literature,” said Dr Nazry. 
 
SUTD top choice for students ‘from’ Bahrain and Johor 
 
The university’s focus on hands-on learning and its ‘different from the rest’ aspect were what attracted two students to chase their dreams in 
SUTD. 
 
This is despite Mr Muhammad Naufal Ashraff Miswadi having lived in Bahrain and graduating with a British GCE ‘A’ Level certificate, while Ms 
Afiffah Ab Ghapar excelled in her GCE ‘A’ Levels. 
 
They are the few Malay students studying in SUTD, an institution that produces engineers and architects. 
 
Mr Naufal, a Singaporean aged 23, lived in Bahrain for 11 years upon following his parents who work there. 



 
His father, Mr Miswadi Siskandarl, 54, is chief executive officer (CEO) of Orange Media Group Bahrain, whereas his mother, Mdm Noraini 
Mahmood, 52, has her own company, Brain Body Dynamics, which offers kinesiology education services. 
 
The third year undergraduate of the Engineering and Product Development (EPD) pillar, said he was attracted to SUTD for its focus on hands-on 
learning. 
 
“We put to practice what we learn and we come up with a product or a system that can be used,” said the former student of the British School 
of Bahrain. 
 
Mr Naufal, who aspires to be an engineer, entered SUTD with his British GCE ‘A’ Level qualifications.  
 
SUTD became Ms Afiffah's choice as she considers it to be 'different' from the other universities in that it provides students with strong 
foundations in their first year of studies. 
 
"Having strong technical foundations allows us to be better architects in the future," said the first-year undergraduate who aspires to be an 
architect. 
 
Ms Afiffah was born in Johor Bahru and is a Permanent Resident (PR) who resides in Woodlands.  
  
Both her parents, Mr Ab Ghapar Abdul Gani, 52, and Mdm Noraini Hj Akib, 50, are engineers.  
  
Her father, a Malaysian national, and her mother, a Singaporean citizen, both work in Singapore. 
 
The former student of Anderson Secondary School and Raffles Institution (RI) attained six A grades in her GCE 'A' Levels.  
  
Acknowledging that SUTD is a new university, Ms Afiffah encourages Malay students to make SUTD their first choice of university and that they 
should not be "afraid" of something new. 
 
"We will always have projects to complete. To me, that is exhilarating," she said.  
 



 



 


